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MacKay a “nice guy”
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PhysEd Complex hearing wearisome

By Ken MacDougall

On Wednesday, October
17th City Council held a
public hearing at St. Francis
School to hear reasons for
local residents’ requests to
rezone certain land south of
South Street presently owned
by Dalhousie from R-2 to R-l.
The meeting was originally
~scheduled to be held at
" Gorsebrook Public School,
but despite the last-minute
change, the meeting was well
attended. Over 500 people
packed the auditorium, and
at one point near the

beginning of the hearing over
one hundred persons were
outside the school shouting
angrily to be admitted. This
crowd eventually dispersed or
entered when others left the
hearing.

Residents were seeking
to have Council re-zone land
that Dalhousie wished to use
to build its proposed Physical
Education Complex.
Re-zoning by Council would

preclude Dalhousie using the.

land for anything other than
single family dwellings.

The issues had been well
documented by both sides,
and as Vice-President MacKay
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stated at the hearing, both
factions had been conducting
“a paper war’ in the past
week. This was totally
unconstructive.

Despite the
unconstructiveness of the
struggle, the residents and the
university went at it again,
for nearly five hours. Council
debates the issue again this
week (Thursday). An early
decision by Council on the
rezoning is expected.

The meeting did not
bring up anything new to
Dalhousie students.  Rather,
the entire exercise was one of
incredible  frustration  for
both sides, only occasionally
interspersed with moments of
comic relief.

The residents attempted
to outdo each other in stating
what a nice person Vice
President MacKay, was but
what a horrible little man was
Dr. Hicks. Hicks, despite not
being present at the meeting,
was continually heaped with
abuse.

Grant Jarvis, speaking
for the residents, s.uggested
that the university build the
complex in Hicks’ back yard.
One little old lady
complained rather bitterly
about the quality of character
that inhabited the university
homes (“bearded, bare-foot
men”’). She then told Council
that she thought Hicks was
getting a “little too big for his
britches.” Then she sat down
to embarrassed giggles.

Ms. Laura Bennett, who
lives on property adjacent to
the proposed site for the
Complex, ‘'spoke in favour of
the university building on the
Stairs site. In a well -prepared
and delivered speech, Ms.
Bennett spoke of the benefits
that she and her family had
received by being a neighbour
to the university and its open
spaces. She also included the
dog in the family.

Ms. Bennett suggested
that the resident could do
worse by having someone
other than Dalhousie build on
the site. She suggested that
the university could give the

Mayor Fitzgerald...get out the shovel, Goog.

land to the city to be used
for low-income housing. This
suggestion brought a roar of
disapproval from residentand

suppressed tittering from
university students and
representatives.

Dr. Varma (Dept. of

English) took out a poetic
licence and went hunting for
mayor (pronounced bear -
Bare?). In the background,
Clive Schaefer, Vice President
of the Halifax Homeowners
Association, played violin.
The flowery Dr. Varma ended
his speech by suggesting to
Mayor Fitzgerald that at least
the residentscould be assured
of clean sidealks, or at least
salted ones, during winter, if
the university were to build
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on the Stair’s site.
Ted Wickware, a
resident of Oakland Road,

questioned the “pecularities’”
of the re-zoning request.
Ordinarily, developers request
to have the land re-zoned
upward to suit their needs.
Now residents want the
zoning regulation changed so
that a developer cannot build
in a zone in which
construction was allowed

when the property was
purchases.
Alan Ruffman, a

resident of Herring Cove and
a member of MOVE, spoke
against the university, and
noted with approval the -
amount of citizen
participation in the re-zoning
request. He then proceeded
to embarrass the residents by
asking where they were when
the Quinpool Road project
was being fought before this
same  Council, Someone
angrily requested that he be
ruled “out of order”.
However, the Mayor did not
do this, as Ruffman then
proceeded to make the point
relevent to the hearing.
Ruffman’s final
statement asked Council to
appoint a planning advisory
committee. This angered the
mayor, but again he did not
rule Ruffman out of order.
On Thursday, the
university cut some
diseased trees from the Stairs
property. This immediately
brought protests from local
residents. Judging from the
tense atmosphere the night of
the hearing, tonight’s Council
meeting should be very

_interesting, indeed.




